Shipbourne School Geography Curriculum — using Cornerstones Curriculum Maestro

Purpose of Study

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about
diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should
help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the
frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.

Aims and Intent

In planning our Geography curriculum, we wanted to ensure that pupils left Shipbourne as true ‘Global Citizens” encompassing the pillars of learning we have of ‘environment’ and ‘community’. We therefore knew that our
curriculum must ensure that our pupils leave us equipped with the necessary skills to understand and explore the physical world yet be armed with key knowledge and appreciation of the human world, processes and of course
impacts in order to fulfil this.

Our Geography Curriculum enables children to gain a core knowledge of location and place. Pupils explore the physical and human geography of the world within the context of their learning. They learn the physical features and
processes that occur in the world and can explain the impact of these on the human world and most notably the reversal of this with human impact on the physical world. They will learn about and engage in key debate regarding
the current issues relating to geography and explore ways in which we can help to sustain the earth. Pupils will gain experience of geographical enquiry and fieldwork and learn to use the subsequent skills required to undertake
these observations.

Our curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:

e develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places — both terrestrial and marine — including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for
understanding the actions of processes;
e understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time;
e are competent in the geographical skills needed to:
» collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes;
» interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS);
» communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.

Programmes of Study and Implementation

All pupils access the Geography curriculum at Shipbourne School, starting with children in EYFS who focus on understanding the world through local area observations in outdoor environments and being introduced to people,
culture, and begin to use simple subject specific vocabulary. Geography lessons occur regularly throughout the year including a major themed learning project planned using Curriculum Maestro which is partnered with essential
skill and knowledge focus areas for the remainder of the year. Coverage is carefully considered and organised on a two/three year rolling programme ensuring a spiral curriculum through which knowledge, skills, vocabulary and
conceptual understanding is layered and built upon as the children progress through our school. In delivering each unit, teachers use the progression statements available to ensure that there is age-related learning and
progression. Each lesson begins with a key question and geographical skills and knowledge are revisited each lesson based on prior learning, using Knowledge Organisers and key vocabulary visuals.

Our curriculum begins in the Early Years where our children will:

e Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;
e Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and — when appropriate — maps.

This will be achieved through:

e Exploring their school, where they live and the natural world around them;

e Recognising some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries;
e Drawing information from a simple map;

e Discussing how we can help the environment;

e Learning and using new vocabulary.



Key stage 1

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills,
including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.
Pupils should be taught to:

Locational knowledge
e name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans;
e name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas.

Place knowledge
e understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country.

Human and physical geography
e identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles;
e use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:
» key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather;
» key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop.

Geographical skills and fieldwork
e use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage;
e use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map;
e use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key;
e use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.

Key stage 2

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most
significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.

Pupils should be taught to:

Locational knowledge
e |ocate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries,
and major cities;
e name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time;
e identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time
zones (including day and night).

Place knowledge
e understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America.

Human and physical geography
e describe and understand key aspects of:
» physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle;
» human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.

Geographical skills and fieldwork
e use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied;




Enrichment, Visits and Visitors

We recognise the importance of gaining ‘real-life’ experiences through hands-on, practical activities. In planning units, teachers ensure that visitors and local visits form an important part of provision, as well as ensuring learning is

rooted in practical and active tasks thus ensuring that pupils remain engaged, enthused and challenged.

use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world;
use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

Topic Plan
2024 - 2025 Term1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term5 Term 6
) Starry Night (EYFS) Build it Up (EYFS) On the Beach (EYFS)
Tinley (R/1) Our Wonderful World Bright Lights, Big City Our Wonderful World
Let’s Explore the World Coastline Let’s Explore the World
Hampton (2/3)
Our Changing World Frozen Kingdoms Our Changing World
Fairlawne (4/5/6)
2025 - 2026 Term1 Term 2 Term 3 Term4 Term 5 Term 6
The World Around Me Warm in Winter , )
Tinley (R/1) Let’s Explore (EYFS) Winter Wonderland (EYFS) Lestc;cfélpll;ares(f\:(lF)S) Castles in the UK
Our Wonderful World (Y1) Polar Regions y
One Planet, Our World Rocks, Relics and Rumbles One Planet, Our World
Hampton (2/3)
Interconnected World Misty Mountain, Winding River Interconnected World
Fairlawne (4/5/6)
2026 - 2027 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term4 Term 5 Term 6
) Starry Night (EYFS) Build it Up (EYFS) On the Beach (EYFS)
Tinley (R/1) Our Wonderful World Bright Lights, Big City Our Wonderful World
Let’s Explore the World

Hampton (2/3)

Let’s Explore the World

Coastline

Fairlawne (4/5/6)

Investigating Our World

Sow, Grow and Farm

Investigating Our World




2024-2025 Curriculum Coverage

compass points, and positional and directional language. They learn about the
equator, hemispheres and continents and are introduced to the countries, capital
cities and settlements of the United Kingdom. The children carry out simple
fieldwork to find out about local physical and human features.

Physical and human features; Picture maps; Cardinal compass points; Equator and
hemispheres; Continents; Oceans; Countries and capital cites of the UK; Protecting
natural environments; Fieldwork

United Kingdom, including a detailed exploration of the characteristics and
features of the capital city, London.

Local landmarks; Countries and capital cities of the UK; Physical features of the
UK; Settlements; Human features; Weather and seasons; London — a capital city;
Landmarks; Aerial images; Maps; Directions — locational and directional
language; Geographical similarities and differences

Pupils will:

e Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places —
both terrestrial and marine —including their defining physical and human
characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for
understanding the actions of processes.

Term1 Term 2 Term3 Term4 Term 5 Term 6
m Starry Night Build it Up On the Beach
& | This project explores the differences in the world at night compared to during the This project teaches children about structures and materials and gives them the This project teaches children about the plants and animals that live at the seaside. It also
day. It teaches children about the importance of a good night’s sleep, and helps opportunity to work in groups to create collaborative structures. explores holidays in the past and the importance of keeping safe in the Sun.
them to discover what is happening in the world while they are sleeping, including
finding out about nocturnal animals. The natural world The natural world
The natural world Pupils will: Pupils will:
e Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and
Pupils will: e Make observations about the world around them. contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in
e Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them class.
and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been
read in class.
< Our Wonderful World 1 Bright Lights, Big City Our Wonderful World 2
2 | This project teaches children about physical and human features, maps, cardinal This project teaches children about the physical and human characteristics of the This project teaches children about physical and human features, maps, cardinal compass
-

points, and positional and directional language. They learn about the equator,
hemispheres and continents and are introduced to the countries, capital cities and
settlements of the United Kingdom. The children carry out simple fieldwork to find out
about local physical and human features.

Physical and human features; Picture maps; Cardinal compass points; Equator and
hemispheres; Continents; Oceans; Countries and capital cites of the UK; Protecting
natural environments; Fieldwork

Pupils will:

e Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles.

e Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.

e Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.
e Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country.
e Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key.

e Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather.

e Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop.
e Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near and far; left and right), to describe the location of features and routes on a map.
e Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.

e Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage.




2024-2025 Curriculum Coverage

and the importance of global trade. Children analyse data and carry out fieldwork to
find out about local road safety. They study patterns of human settlements and
carry out an enquiry to describe local settlement patterns.

Features of Earth including the Arctic and Antarctic Circles; Time zones, Latitude
and longitude; Map scale; Grid references, contours and symbols; Climate change,
extreme weather and people; Worldwide trade; Natural resource management;
Road safety; Fieldwork; Settlement patterns; Local enquiry

Pupils will:

e Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical
regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and
land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have
changed over time.

Arctic and Antarctic regions; Lines of latitude and longitude; Polar climates;
Polar day and night; Polar oceans; Polar landscapes; Climate change; Natural
resources; Indigenous people; Tourism

Pupils will:

e Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study
of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a
region in a European country, and a region within North or South
America.

e Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human
geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and
how they bring about spatial variation and change over time.

Term1 Term 2 Term3 Term 4 Term5 Term 6
< Let’s Explore the World 1 Coastline Let’s Explore the World 2
9 | This project teaches children about atlases, maps and cardinal compass points. They | This project teaches children about the physical and human features of coastal This project teaches children about atlases, maps and cardinal compass points. They
S learn about the characteristics of the four countries of the United Kingdom and find | regions across the United Kingdom, including a detailed exploration of the coastal learn about the characteristics of the four countries of the United Kingdom and find out
out why there are hot, temperate and cold places around the world. They also town of Whitby, in Yorkshire. why there are hot, temperate and cold places around the world. They also compare
compare England to Somalia. Children carry out fieldwork, collecting primary data in England to Somalia. Children carry out fieldwork, collecting primary data in their locality
. . . . Maps, globes and atlases; World seas and oceans; Human and physical features; . .
their locality to answer geographical questions. to answer geographical questions.
Locational language; Compass directions; Physical processes — erosion; Changes
Using an atlas; Using a compass; Using map keys; Locating the equator, Northern over time; Tourism Using an atlas; Using a compass; Using map keys; Locating the equator, Northern and
and Southern Hemispheres and North and South Poles; Hot, temperate and cold o Southern Hemispheres and North and South Poles; Hot, temperate and cold places;
places; Comparing England to Somalia; Sustainability; Fieldwork Pupils will: ) ) ) Comparing England to Somalia; Sustainability; Fieldwork
° Be competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and
Pupils will: communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of Pupils will:

e Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes; e Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot
geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South
they bring about spatial variation and change over time. diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Poles.

Systems (GIS); communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, e Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.
including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at e Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities
length. of the UK and its surrounding seas.

° Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places e Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the
— both terrestrial and marine —including their defining physical and human human and physical geography of a small area of the UK, and of a small area in
characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for a contrasting non-European country.
understanding the actions of processes.

° Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human
geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how
they bring about spatial variation and change over time.

Pupils will:

e Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles.

e Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.

e Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.

e Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country.

e Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key.

e Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near and far; left and right), to describe the location of features and routes on a map.

e Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.

e Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage.

< Our Changing World 1 Frozen Kingdoms Our Changing World 2

2 | This project revises the features of Earth, time zones and lines of latitude and This project teaches children about the characteristics and features of polar This project revises the features of Earth, time zones and lines of latitude and longitude to
§ longitude to pinpoint places on a map. Children find out more about map scales, regions, including the North and South Poles, and includes a detailed exploration pinpoint places on a map. Children find out more about map scales, grid references,

> | grid references, contour lines and map symbols. They learn about climate change of the environmental factors that shape and influence them. contour lines and map symbols. They learn about climate change and the importance of

global trade. Children analyse data and carry out fieldwork to find out about local road
safety. They study patterns of human settlements and carry out an enquiry to describe
local settlement patterns.

Features of Earth including the Arctic and Antarctic Circles; Time zones, Latitude and
longitude; Map scale; Grid references, contours and symbols; Climate change, extreme
weather and people; Worldwide trade; Natural resource management; Road safety;
Fieldwork; Settlement patterns; Local enquiry

Pupils will:

e Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions
and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns;
and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.




Pupils will:

e Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.

e Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle.

¢ Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night).

e Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.

e Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

e Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.

e Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world.

e Be competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fiel[dwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical
information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.

e Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places — both terrestrial and marine — including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes.




2025-2026 Curriculum Coverage

Term 1 Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Term 5

Term 6

Let’s Explore

Winter Wonderland

cardinal compass points, and positional and directional language. They
learn about the equator, hemispheres and continents and are introduced
to the countries, capital cities and settlements of the United Kingdom. The
children carry out simple fieldwork to find out about local physical and
human features.

Physical and human features; Picture maps; Cardinal compass points;
Equator and hemispheres; Continents; Oceans; Countries and capital cites
of the UK; Protecting natural environments; Fieldwork

equator, hemispheres, continents, and
oceans on Earth. They will learn about
geographical similarities and differences
between the human and physical features of
the UK and of a contrasting non-European
country (the polar regions).

Physical and human features; Picture maps;
Equator and hemispheres; Continents;
Oceans; Protecting natural environments

school and locality, both today and in the past.

Fieldwork; Human and physical features; Maps;
Local environment; Changes over time

Pupils will:

e Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles.

e Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.

e Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.

e Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK, and of a small area in a contrasting

non-European country.

e Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
e Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding

environment

e Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near and far; left and right), to describe the location of

features and routes on a map.

e Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols

in a key.

e Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage.
e Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial

variation and change over time.

m Castles in the UK
5 This project teaches children about the environments that they share with | This project teaches children about the changes that happen during winter, including the types of | This project teaches children about castles in a local area study. It looks at other
others, including their homes, school and places in the local community. weather associated with winter. It also explores places that have snow all year round and the locations in the UK where castles can be found, where the people who built them
types of animals that live there. came from and how they arrived.
Pupils will:
e Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from Pupils will: Pupils will:
observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. e  Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of e Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from
e  Explain some similarities and differences between life in this animals and plants. observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from e Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, e  Explore the natural world around them, making observations and
stories, non-fiction texts and — when appropriate — maps. including the seasons and changing states of matter. drawing pictures of animals and plants.
e  Explore the natural world around them, making observations and
drawing pictures of animals and plants.
e  Know some similarities and differences between the natural world
around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their
experiences and what has been read in class.
e Know ways to care for their local environment.
< Our Wonderful World The Polar Regions School Days Castles in the UK
2 | This project teaches children about physical and human features, maps, This project teaches children about the This project teaches children about their own This project teaches children about castles in a local area study. It looks at other
-

locations in the UK where castles can be found, where the people who built them
came from and how they arrived.

Fieldwork; Human and physical features; Maps; Local environment; Changes
over time

Pupils will:

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including:
city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital
cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas.

Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational
and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to
describe the location of features and routes on a map;

Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and
basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and
construct basic symbols in a key;




2025-2026 Curriculum Coverage

Term 1

and learn about the National Rail and canal networks. They conduct an enquiry to
prove a hypothesis, gathering data from maps and surveys before drawing
conclusions.

Compass points; Four and six-figure grid references; Tropics of Cancer and
Capricorn; Countries, climate and culture of North and South America; Significant
physical features of the UK; Renewable and non-renewable energy; National Rail
network; UK canal network; Fieldwork; Local enquiry

Pupils will:

e Be competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and
communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork
that deepen their understanding of geographical processes;

e Interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps,
diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems
(GIS);

e Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through
maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.

Rivers; Maps; Grid references; Contour lines; Physical processes — erosion,
transportation and deposition; World rivers; Aerial images; Mountains; UK
mountains; World mountains; Compass points; Water cycle; Soil; Altitudinal
zones; Data analysis

Pupils will:

e Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of
human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in
a European country, and a region within North or South America.

e Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and
physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch
maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

e Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human
geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how
they bring about spatial variation and change over time.

‘ Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6

< One Planet, Our World 1 Rocks, Relics and Rumbles Our Planet, Our World 2

9 | This project teaches children to locate countries and cities, and use grid references, This project teaches children about the features and characteristics of Earth's layers, | This project teaches children to locate countries and cities, and use grid references,

5 compass points and latitude and longitude. They learn about the layers of the Earth | including a detailed exploration of volcanic, tectonic and seismic activity. compass points and latitude and longitude. They learn about the layers of the Earth and
and plate tectonics and discover the five major climate zones. They learn about . . . plate tectonics and discover the five major climate zones. They learn about significant
significant places in the United Kingdom and carry out fieldwork to discover how L:‘;\yers of tl'.le Earth; ROCkS_; Plate tectorrlcs; Rm.g of Fire; Features of volcanoe?; places in the United Kingdom and carry out fieldwork to discover how land is used in the

. . . Lines of latitude and longitude; Volcanic eruptions; Earthquakes and tsunamis; .
land is used in the locality. . locality.
Compass points; Maps
Maps; Locating countries; Human and physical features; Four-figure grid Maps; Locating countries; Human and physical features; Four-figure grid references;
references; Primary data; Compass points; Earth's layers; Plate tectonics; Latitude Primary data; Compass points; Earth's layers; Plate tectonics; Latitude and longitude;
and longitude; European countries and cities; UK counties and cities; Carbon European countries and cities; UK counties and cities; Carbon footprints; Weather and
footprints; Weather and the local environment; Land use; Fieldwork; Local enquiry the local environment; Land use; Fieldwork; Local enquiry
Pupils will: Pupils will:
e Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical
regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key e Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom,
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and geographical regions and their identifying human and physical
land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains,
changed over time. coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some
of these aspects have changed over time
Pupils will:
e Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.
e Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
e Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night).
Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.
e Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America.
e Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
e Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
e Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world.
e Be competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical
information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.

< Interconnected World 1 Misty Mountain, Winding River Interconnected World 2

2 | This project teaches children about compass points and four and six-figure grid This project teaches children about the characteristics and features of rivers and This project teaches children about compass points and four and six-figure grid

§ references. They learn about the tropics and the countries, climates and culture of mountain ranges around the world, including a detailed exploration of the references. They learn about the tropics and the countries, climates and culture of

S | North and South America. Children identify physical features in the United Kingdom | ecosystems and processes that shape them and the land around them. North and South America. Children identify physical features in the United Kingdom and

learn about the National Rail and canal networks. They conduct an enquiry to prove a
hypothesis, gathering data from maps and surveys before drawing conclusions.

Compass points; Four and six-figure grid references; Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn;
Countries, climate and culture of North and South America; Significant physical
features of the UK; Renewable and non-renewable energy; National Rail network; UK
canal network; Fieldwork; Local enquiry

Pupils will:

e Be competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and
communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that
deepen their understanding of geographical processes;

e Interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams,
globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS);

e Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through
maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.




Pupils will:

Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.

Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle.

Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night).
Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.

Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how
some of these aspects have changed over time.

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.

Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world.




2026-2027 Curriculum Coverage

Term 1 | Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6
Starry Night Build it Up On the Beach

This project explores the differences in the world at night compared to during the
day. It teaches children about the importance of a good night’s sleep, and helps
them to discover what is happening in the world while they are sleeping, including
finding out about nocturnal animals.

This project teaches children about structures and materials and gives them the
opportunity to work in groups to create collaborative structures.

The natural world

This project teaches children about the plants and animals that live at the seaside. It
also explores holidays in the past and the importance of keeping safe in the Sun.

The natural world

understanding the actions of processes.

Q The natural world Pupils will: Pupils will:
“ e  Make observations about the world around them. e Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them
Pupils will: and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been
e Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them read in class.
and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been
read in class.
Our Wonderful World 1 Bright Lights, Big City Our Wonderful World 2
This project teaches children about physical and human features, maps, cardinal This project teaches children about the physical and human characteristics of the This project teaches children about physical and human features, maps, cardinal
compass points, and positional and directional language. They learn about the United Kingdom, including a detailed exploration of the characteristics and features | compass points, and positional and directional language. They learn about the equator,
equator, hemispheres and continents and are introduced to the countries, capital of the capital city, London. hemispheres and continents and are introduced to the countries, capital cities and
cities and settlements of the United Kingdom. The children carry out simple . . . . settlements of the United Kingdom. The children carry out simple fieldwork to find out
fieldwork to find out about local physical and human features. Local landmarks; Countries and capital cities of the UK; Physical features of the about local physical and human features.
UK; Settlements; Human features; Weather and seasons; London — a capital city;
Physical and human features; Picture maps; Cardinal compass points; Equator and | Landmarks; Aerial images; Maps; Directions — locational and directional language; | Physical and human features; Picture maps; Cardinal compass points; Equator and
hemispheres; Continents; Oceans; Countries and capital cites of the UK; Geographical similarities and differences hemispheres; Continents; Oceans; Countries and capital cites of the UK; Protecting
Protecting natural environments; Fieldwork natural environments; Fieldwork
Pupils will:
e Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places
i — both terrestrial and marine — including their defining physical and human
;_8 characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for

Pupils will:

e Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles.

e Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.

e Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.
e Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country.
e Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key.

e Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather.

e Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop.
e Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near and far; left and right), to describe the location of features and routes on a map.
e Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.

e Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage.




2026-2027 Curriculum Coverage

Term 1 Term 2

Term 3 Term 4

Term 5 Term 6

€/T 1ea)

Let’s Explore the World 1

This project teaches children about atlases, maps and cardinal compass points. They
learn about the characteristics of the four countries of the United Kingdom and find out
why there are hot, temperate and cold places around the world. They also compare
England to Somalia. Children carry out fieldwork, collecting primary data in their locality
to answer geographical questions.

Using an atlas; Using a compass; Using map keys; Locating the equator, Northern and
Southern Hemispheres and North and South Poles; Hot, temperate and cold places;
Comparing England to Somalia; Sustainability; Fieldwork

Pupils will:

e Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical
features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about
spatial variation and change over time.

Coastline

This project teaches children about the physical and human features of coastal regions
across the United Kingdom, including a detailed exploration of the coastal town of Whitby,
in Yorkshire.

Maps, globes and atlases; World seas and oceans; Human and physical features;
Locational language; Compass directions; Physical processes — erosion; Changes over
time; Tourism

Pupils will:

° Be competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and
communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that
deepen their understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of
sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial
photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); communicate
geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical
and quantitative skills and writing at length.

. Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places — both
terrestrial and marine — including their defining physical and human
characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding
the actions of processes.

. Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical
features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about
spatial variation and change over time.

Let’s Explore the World 2

This project teaches children about atlases, maps and cardinal compass
points. They learn about the characteristics of the four countries of the
United Kingdom and find out why there are hot, temperate and cold
places around the world. They also compare England to Somalia. Children
carry out fieldwork, collecting primary data in their locality to answer
geographical questions.

Using an atlas; Using a compass; Using map keys; Locating the equator,
Northern and Southern Hemispheres and North and South Poles; Hot,
temperate and cold places; Comparing England to Somalia;
Sustainability; Fieldwork

Pupils will:

e Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and
human geographical features of the world, how these are
interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and
change over time.

Pupils will:

e |dentify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles.

e Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.

e Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.
e Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country.

e Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key.

e Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near and far; left and right), to describe the location of features and routes on a map.
e Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.
e Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage.
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Investigating our World 1

This project teaches children about locating map features using a range of methods. They
learn about the Prime Meridian, Greenwich Mean Time (GMT), and worldwide time
zones and study interconnected climate zones, vegetation belts and biomes. Children
learn about human geography and capital cities worldwide before looking at the UK
motorway network and settlements. They carry out an enquiry to identify local
settlement types.

Ordnance Survey maps; Contour lines; Six-figure grid references; Time zones; Climate
zones; Vegetation belts; Biomes; Human geography; World cities; Sustainable
manufacturing processes; Relatives locations and distances; Transport networks;
Settlement hierarchy; Local enquiry; Fieldwork

Pupils will:

e Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic
and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including
day and night).

Sow, Grow and Farm

This project teaches children about the features and characteristics of land use in
agricultural regions across the world, including a detailed exploration of significant
environmental areas.

Land use in the UK; Allotments; Farming in the UK; Maps; Grid references; Climate zones;
Physical features of North and South America; Farming in North and South America; Food
transportation

Pupils will:

Be competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and
communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that
deepen their understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of
sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial
photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); communicate
geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical
and quantitative skills and writing at length.

Investigating our World 2

This project teaches children about locating map features using a range of
methods. They learn about the Prime Meridian, Greenwich Mean Time
(GMT), and worldwide time zones and study interconnected climate
zones, vegetation belts and biomes. Children learn about human
geography and capital cities worldwide before looking at the UK
motorway network and settlements. They carry out an enquiry to identify
local settlement types.

Ordnance Survey maps; Contour lines; Six-figure grid references; Time
zones; Climate zones; Vegetation belts; Biomes; Human geography;
World cities; Sustainable manufacturing processes; Relatives locations
and distances; Transport networks; Settlement hierarchy; Local enquiry;
Fieldwork

Pupils will:
e Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude,
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and
night).

Pupils will:

e Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.

e Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle.

e Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.

e Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand

how some of these aspects have changed over time.

e Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America
e Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

e Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
e Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world.
e Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time.




